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1.0  Summary and Conclusions  

1.1 The Cumbria Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) outlines 

the accommodation needs for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople 

over the next 20 year period. The report covers the whole of Cumbria and has 

separate sections for each Local Authority area. The findings for Barrow are the 

focus of this paper.    

 

1.2 The report sets out the pitch requirements for Barrow Borough. The Cumbria 

Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment will be used to further inform 

housing requirement and planning policy. 

 

2.0  Recommendation  

2.1 It is recommended that Executive Committee:  

 

 Note the findings of the Cumbria Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation 

Assessment, and that the GTAA will be used to further inform housing 

requirements and planning policy. 

 

3.0 Background and Proposals 

 

3.1  The GTAA report provides a robust evidence base to enable the Council to 

assess the housing needs of the Travelling Community as well as complying with 

requirements under the Housing Act 1985, Planning Policy for Traveller Sites 

(PPTS) 2015, the Housing and Planning Act 2016, the revised National Planning 

Policy Framework (NPPF) 2021, and Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) 2021. It 

also provides the evidence base which can be used to support Local Plan 

Policies. 

 

 

 



 

3.2 The Cumbria GTAA was procured jointly by all Cumbrian authorities and 

scheduled to be delivered in 2020-21. The report was delayed due to travel 

restrictions and social distancing during the Covid 19 pandemic which prohibited 

in person visits and the final report was completed in January 2022. 

 

3.3 The report covers the whole of Cumbria however is split into sections for each 

local authority area, enabling a pitch requirement to be set out for each local 

authority. 

 

Barrow Borough 
 

3.4 The GTAA has sought to understand the accommodation needs of the Gypsy, 

Traveller and Travelling Showpeople population in the study area through a 

combination of desk-based research, stakeholder interviews and engagement 

with members of the Travelling Community living on all identified sites and 

yards. Needs are set out for those households that met the planning definition of 

a Gypsy or Traveller. There were 6 Gypsy or Traveller households identified in 

Barrow that met the planning definition, no undetermined households that may 

meet the planning definition, and 8 households that did not meet the planning 

definition. 

 

3.5 The GTAA identifies a need for 5 pitches for households that met the planning 

definition. This is made up of 3 pitches for teenagers who will need a pitch of 

their own in the next 5 years, and 2 pitches from new household formation, 

derived from the demographics of the residents. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

3.3 Over the next 4 years 3 additional pitches will need to be secured. 
 

3.4 It was noted during the household interviews that the residents on a private site 

are living there on a week-to-week basis with the permission of the site owner 

and therefore have no security of tenancy. Should the site owner seek to sell the 

land need could increase by a further 5 pitches. It is understood that the current 

residents are in the process of identifying suitable land to develop a new site in 

Barrow should their tenancies be terminated.  
 

3.5 There were no Travelling Showpeople identified so there is no current or future 

need for plots. 

 

Transit Provision / Encampments 
 

3.6  It is important to note that the main consideration of this Accommodation 

Assessment is to provide evidence to support the provision of pitches and plots 

to meet the current and future accommodation needs of Gypsies, Travellers and 
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Total 

Pitches 3 1 1 0 5 



Travelling Showpeople. This study does not assess Unauthorised Encampments 

which typically occur on publicly owned land but can also occur on privately 

owned land and which are usually of a temporary nature. 

 

3.7 Whilst it is recognised that transit issues and unauthorised encampments occur 

in Barrow and throughout Cumbria, including those associated with the annual 

Appleby Horse Fair, historically the number of encampments is low and a multi-

agency protocol is in place in Cumbria to address transit issues. Please see link 

below to the Cumbria Joint Agency Protocol for Responding to Unauthorised 

Encampments. 

 

3.8 The Council will continue to monitor the situation relating to levels of 

unauthorised encampments to establish whether there is a need for investment 

in any new transit provision or emergency stopping places, or whether a 

managed approach is preferable for Cumbria. 

 

3.9 In the short-term the Council will continue to use its current approach in dealing 

with unauthorised encampments as set out in the Cumbria Joint Agency 

Protocol. 

 

4.0 Consultation  

4.1 One of the major components of the study was a detailed survey of the Gypsy, 

Traveller and Travelling Showpeople population living on sites and yards in 

Barrow Borough. This aimed to identify current households with housing needs 

and to assess likely future housing need from within existing households, to help 

judge the need for any future pitch provision. 

 

4.2 Nine interviews were conducted covering the population identified in Barrow.  

 

5.0  Alternative Options  

5.1 N/A, the report is to note 

 

6.0 Contribution to Council Plan Priorities  

6.1 The GTAA supports the Council’s Place Priority by setting out the housing 

requirement for the gypsy and traveller community, creating a safe, welcoming 

place where people want to live. 

6.2 It will also help deliver the People Priority by enabling all residents of the 

Borough to live happy, healthy lives. 

 

7.0 Implications  

7.1 Financial, Resources and Procurement  

7.1.1 There are no financial implications associated with the proposal set out in this 

report. 

 

 

 



7.2 Legal  

7.2.1 There are no legal implications associated with the proposals set out in this   

report. 

 

7.3 Local Government Reorganisation 

7.3.1 The GTAA will have no impact on Local Government Reorganisation, however 

the assessment covers a 20 year period and will continue to guide decisions 

following the establishment of Westmorland and Furness Council. For 

completeness a section was added to the Study (Section 6) to illustrate the 

cumulative accommodation need of Cumberland and Westmorland and Furness 

Councils. 

 

7.4   Equality and Diversity 
 

7.4.1 Have you completed an Equality Impact Analysis? No 
 

7.4.2 The GTAA identifies Gypsy and Traveller needs across Cumbria and considers 

equality and diversity. The document provides the basis for the Council to 

understand this need and how best to meet it, whilst eliminating unlawful 

discrimination, providing equality of opportunity and developing robust policy 

involving stakeholders in the decision making process. 

 

Risk 

 

Risk  Consequence  Controls required  

GTAA underestimates the 

housing need requirement. 

Not enough pitches for 

the gypsy and traveller 

community. 

Requirement to be 

reviewed every 5 years 

 

Contact Officers  

Elliott Hale, ehale@barrowbc.gov.uk 

 

Appendices Attached to this Report  - None 

 

Background Documents Available 
 

Name of Background 

document  

Where it is available  

Cumbria GTAA 2022 

 

 
 

Cumbria Joint Agency 

Protocol for Responding 

to Unauthorised 

Encampments  

https://www.barrowbc.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-

policy/cumbria-gypsy-traveller-accommodation-

assessment/  
 

Cumbria Joint Agency Protocol for Responding to 

Unauthorised Encampments.   
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https://www.barrowbc.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-policy/cumbria-gypsy-traveller-accommodation-assessment/
https://www.barrowbc.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-policy/cumbria-gypsy-traveller-accommodation-assessment/
https://www.barrowbc.gov.uk/EasySiteWeb/GatewayLink.aspx?alId=3094
https://www.barrowbc.gov.uk/EasySiteWeb/GatewayLink.aspx?alId=3094

